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Abstract:

This research aims to shed light on the aesthetic and artistic dimensions of Al-Sa‘alik poetry by examining how these poets
embodied aesthetic and philosophical values within the harsh realities of their lives, rebelling against the prevailing tribal
system of the pre-Islamic era. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on the analysis of selected texts
from Al-Saalik poetry to extract the artistic and aesthetic images present in their verses, while highlighting how they
employed poetic language to express their positions on fundamental issues such as existence, freedom, and courage.

By studying poetic examples from prominent figures of this genre, such as ‘Urwah ibn al-Ward, al-Shanfara, Ta'abbata
Sharran, and al-Salik ibn al-Salika, the research explores the ethical values that characterize this type of poetry, such as
generosity, bravery, and nobility. It also reviews how these values were reflected in the structure of ancient Arabic poetry,
emphasizing the deep interaction between poetry and social reality.

The study's findings reveal that Al-Sa'alik poetry was not merely an expression of rebellion and poverty, but also carried
profound aesthetic philosophies concerning individual freedom and human dignity. The aesthetic values in their poetry
transcend the prevailing social boundaries, touching upon deeper philosophical dimensions related to their perceptions of life
and death, and the meanings of strength and endurance. The research highlights these poets' linguistic innovation, particularly
in their use of metaphors and artistic images, which transformed their harsh life experiences into powerful aesthetic
expressions.

This study is significant in addressing the research gap concerning the aesthetics of Al-Sa‘alik poetry, contributing to the
broadening of perspectives in the study of pre-Islamic literature through a new critical lens that deals with both the artistic
and philosophical aesthetics. It offers a renewed vision of Al-Sa'alik poetry as an essential part of Arab literary heritage, thus
enriching literary criticism of pre-Islamic poetry, particularly in terms of its aesthetic and humanistic aspects.

Keywords: Sa‘alik poetry, Aesthetics in poetry, Pre-Islamic era, Descriptive analysis, Human values.
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